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This Cycle Safety Information chart summarizes state motorcyclist licensing procedures. This information was obtained from each state's
Although this summary represents information from the most

drivers' licensing agency and from other available source documents.
authoritative sources available, MSF is not responsible for accuracy or completeness.

STATE MOTORCYCLE OPERATOR LICENSING — 2024

Contact your state agency for additional information.

Operator Licenses Vehicle Registrations . . . . .
9 Tiered Licensing Rider Education
State - - . . . . ) .
Licensed Licensed (Licensing by Size) | Required for Licensing
- . Auto Motorcycle
Drivers Motorcyclists

Alabama 3,775,007 381,304 5,120,402 124,492 Yes, < 5 bhp or < 150cc® No

Alaska 544,559 50,184 412,194 25,697 No No
Arizona 5,850,511 410,630 7,969,576 228,749 Yes, < 100cc Yes, under age 18
Arkansas 2,306,921 194,142 3,569,698 159,421 Yes, < 250cc? No
California 27,765,378 1,387,197 25,377,788 809,235 No Yes, under age 21
Colorado 3,949,033 414,236 3,758,684 183,193 No Yes, under age 16
Connecticut 2,628,775 204,130 1,100,313 86,787 No Yes
Delaware 787,567 55,359" 980,232 21,036 No Yes, under age 18
D.C. 510,985 11,987 201,707 4,610 No Yes
Florida 18,225,955 1,441,932 17,113,352 671,351 Yes, < 150cc? Yes
Georgia 7,360,699 973,122 6,729,715 219,519 No No

Hawaii 937,076 61,099 1,036,671 37,321 No Yes, under age 18
Idaho 1,423,775 120,089 554,618 75,017 No Yes, under age 21
lllinois 8,509,418 573,942 6,860,772 246,332 Yes, < 150cc?® Yes, under age 18
Indiana 4,653,808 203,480" 2,346,307 229,930 No No

lowa 2,354,136 264,667 1,075,722 192,328 No Yes, under age 18
Kansas 1,694,315 168,388 1,519,366 82,577 No No
Kentucky 2,993,250 101,333 3,608,463 101,182 No No
Louisiana 3,401,947 130,6242 1,486,268 110,000 No No

Maine 1,060,461 126,385 779,428 48,298 No Yes
Maryland 4,398,839 273,110! 5,250,935 119,139 No Yes, under age 18
Massachusetts 4,889,069 332,963 4,984,463 143,342 No Yes, under age 18
Michigan 7,776,994 616,024 9,403,708 249,872 No Yes, under age 18
Minnesota 4,649,970 278,644 5,673,333 275,946 No Yes, under age 18
Mississippi 2,047,069 90,802 1,924,963 46,095 No No
Missouri 4,511,902 365,207" 3,545,518 126,677 Yes, < 250cc? No
Montana 870,882 115,0002 497,894 423,458 No No
Nebraska 1,499,661 84,424 493,122 49,671 No No
Nevada 2,198,134 185,739 1,967,125 86,060 No Yes, under age 18
New Hampshire 1,175,277 174,396 1,621,379 78,947 No Yes, under age 18
New Jersey 6,610,000 264,1002 2,350,659 161,348 Yes, < 500cc* Yes, under age 18
New Mexico 1,508,575 120,426 604,077 56,881 Yes, < 100cc? Yes, under age 18
New York 12,084,675 732,372 10,103,179 370,101 No No

North Carolina 7,980,262 492,194 3,477,339 253,643 No Yes, under age 18
North Dakota 558,000 65,688 238,791 35,589 Yes, < 250cc? Yes, under age 16
Ohio 8,699,199 217,412 12,285,105 417,428 No Yes, under age 18
Oklahoma 2,556,609 164,300" 1,029,618 127,672 Yes, < 300cc* Yes, under age 18
Oregon 3,104,916 303,933 3,474,649 136,648 No Yes
Pennsylvania 9,133,540 794,163 7,851,146 354,866 Yes, < 5 bhp and 3 wheels Yes, under age 18
Rhode Island 760,414 77,223" 806,142 28,376 No Yes

South Carolina 4,091,650 234,383 1,921,883 115,092 No Yes, under age 17
South Dakota 679,711 67,653 296,248 140,761 No No
Tennessee 5,061,288 393,9772 2,312,012 184,982 Yes, < 5 bhp or < 125¢c* No

Texas 18,738,980 1,154,431 7,674,216 394,351 Yes, < 250 cc* Yes

Utah 2,252,656 206,627 2,752,235 90,945 Yes, 90cc; 249cc; 649cc® No
Vermont 478,421 53,885 173,057 23,775 No No
Virginia 5,837,147 427,992 7,763,287 194,400 No No
Washington 5,956,048 422,287 7,835,063 236,862 No Yes, under age 18
West Virginia 1,148,406 123,192 473,646 54,165 No No
Wisconsin 4,325,801 499,107 1,647,578 350,356 Yes, < 125cc* Yes, under age 18
Wyoming 445,671 60,185 382,925 27,639 No No

Totals 236,763,342 16,656,891 202,416,571 9,012,162

(1) Data as of 2020 according to FWHA.

(2) No response from state/existing data current as of 2018.

(3) May obtain motorcycle license at younger age for small displacement
motorcycles.

(4) License restricted based on cc size of motorcycle upon which rider tested.
(5) If tested on < 231 cc, license/endorsement restricted to operation < 500 cc.
No restriction on license/endorsement if operator has completed approved
rider education course.



http://www.msf-usa.org/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2020/dl201.cfm

Motorcyclist Learner Permits

Renewal Allowed/

State Test Needed Restrictions .
Times Renewal Allowed
Alabama Frexre*NO MOTORCYCLE PERMIT ISSUED*******x*
Alaska Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/1
Arizona Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway Yes/1
Arkansas Knowledge N/A N/A
California Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway Yes/No Limit
Colorado Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/1
Connecticut Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Vision & Helmet Requirement Yes/1
Delaware Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Vision & Helmet Requirement Yes/1
D.C. Knowledge N/A N/A
Florida wrewr*NO MOTORCYCLE PERMIT ISSUED**********
Georgia Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Vision & Helmet Requirement Yes/No Limit
B . : Yes/No Limit (if skills test
No P Daylight Onl
Hawaii Knowledge & Vision 0 Passenger, Daylig nly taken before permit expires)
Idaho Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway Yes/1
lllinois Knowledge & Vision Daytime Only, Supervision Yes/No Limit
Indiana Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, Helmet Requirement Yes/1
lowa Knowledge & Vision Supervision No
Kansas Knowledge & Vision Supervision Yes/No Limit
Kentucky Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Helmet Requirement Yes/1
Louisiana Frxxka*NO MOTORCYCLE PERMIT ISSUED*******x**
Maine Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Helmet Requirement No
Maryland Knowledge & Vision No Passenger (unless it is supervising rider) No
Massachusetts Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only No
Michigan Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/2in 10 years
Minnesota Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, Vision & Helmet Requirement Yes/Must retake knowledge test
Mississippi Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Supervision Yes/No Limit
Missouri Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, 250cc Restriction, 50 Mile Radius (under age 16) Yes/No Limit
Montana Knowledge No Passenger, Supervision No
Nebraska Knowledge & Vision Supervision Yes/No Limit
Nevada Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Supervision Yes/1 age 18+
New Hampshire Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
New Jersey Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway Yes/No Limit
New Mexico Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
New York Knowledge Supervision & No Freeway Yes/1*
North Carolina Knowledge & Vision No Passenger Yes/1
North Dakota Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
Ohio Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeway, Eye-wear No
Oklahoma Knowledge & Vision Supervision Yes/No Limit
Oregon Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/No Limit
) i " .. No (may reapply 3 times in a
Knowledge & Vision
Pennsylvania [¢] No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision 5-year period)
Rhode Island Knowledge & Vision N/A No

South Carolina

Knowledge & Vision

No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision

Yes/No more than 3 times

South Dakota Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/No Limit
Tennessee Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Daylight Only, No Freeways, cc Restrictions N/A
Texas Knowledge & Vision Supervision N/A
Utah Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, Restricted Roadways Yes/No Limit
Vermont Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, VT Only Yes/2
Virginia Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only, Supervision Yes/No Limit
Washington Knowledge & Skill No Passenger, Daylight Only Yes/1
West Virginia Knowledge No Passenger, Daylight Only No
Wisconsin Knowledge & Vision No Passenger, Eye-wear, After dark supervision by licensed person age 25+ Yes/1
Wyoming Knowledge & Vision for 90-day permit/+ No Passenger Yes/2

Skill for one year permit

* If permit holder has another class of NYS driver license, permit is valid for 1 year and can be renewed for 1 additional year. If permit holder does not possess another class
of driver license permit is valid for 5 years and cannot be renewed.




Motorcyclist Learner Permits

State Permit Validity Period Learner Fiermit Required Prior to Length (_)f Time Req_uired to I_-Iold
License Issuance Permit Prior to Applying for License

Clinos | forzyes | Yes | a1
Cowa [ ayeas [ N WA ]

Mane | yes [ N [ na
Missown | Gmohs | N | A

Now Hampshire 45 days e R

NewMexco | dyeas | N | A
Noth Garoina | fyer [ N | na
Oho | fyer | Nes | Gmonhsuderagets |
Toregon [ty [ N g

| Texas | 0 NA [ 000000000 No 00000 Until age 16
120 days - N NA ]

Washingion 760 days
Yes, waived for ider raning

* If permit holder has another class of NYS driver license, permit is valid for 1 year and can be renewed for 1 additional year. If permit holder does not possess another class
of driver license permit is valid for 5 years and cannot be renewed.




State Licensing Agency Information

Knowledge/Skills License Issuance | License Test Sites Motorcycle Third Party
State ; . Test Testers
Testing Agency Agency Auto Driver’s/ N
Motorcycle Examiners Used

oo

Arkansas State Police Dept. of Finance & Admin., 82/18 57
Revenue Div.
DMV/31d Party Testers FBstate, 0countySstate | 9 | Yes |

Deawere | oW | same | a3 | & | No |

ok | SecofSe | Same | fakr | &0 | Ves |
R 7 A I S S N

Division

053 . Ve |

Hwy et Dept orRevene e

05757 I A B VR
New Hampshis faria 7 B VR

69769 [ N |

North Carolina 112/100 w6 | No |
oo | Bw | same | 4676 w6 | No |
\ \

4300 0 T Yes |

Rhode siand ORI

South Dakota 56555

DPS/Driver's License Div 211119 e [ Mo

DOTIDNY s2125 I A R R

(3) No response from state/existing data current as of 2018.




General Licensing Information

Graduated
Minimum Age Minimum Age Driver's License Required for | Licensing System Helmet
State with Rider without Rider Motorcycle License/ for Motorcycle  |Requirement
Education Education Endorsement Licensing*

Waska | 6 | 6 | No | No | Underagets
CAkemsas | 6 | 6 | No | Ves | Underage2t

Under age 19
RiderEdRequred | Yes | No | Underage2r’

Rewai | e | 48 | N Ve | Underagets

s | 6 | 15 Yes Mo [ None
Cowa |6 |8 | N | N | Nee |
foafeodays | f8 | Yes | No | Underage®l

Mane | %6 | RdorbdRewied | Mo | Mo | Underaget®

D I I R N N

CMimesos |6 | 8 | Ve | Mo | Underaget®

Missoi | 155 | 6 | No | No | Undorage?¥|
I O 2 O S R T T
T . .S S N7 S
I S S O S S S R TN
e Carona e
Toho | 6 | & | Mo | Ves | Undorageis |

Toregon | f6 |  RderEdReaured | Yes | No | ves |
Y O 1 . B S T
T S S S S S Y7
L O S 7 B B S R ST

Vemom | 16 | %6 | vee | N | ves |
Wiconsn | 16 | 18 | Mo | No | Undoragets

*Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) laws require young drivers to gain driving experience before obtaining full driving privileges. Typical provisions include required number of
hours of supervised driving, restrictions on nighttime driving, carrying passengers, and prohibition on cell phone use/texting. Every state has a graduated licensing system for
driver’s licensing.
Most programs include three stages:
e Learner Stage: supervised driving, cumulating with a driving test;
e Intermediate Stage: limits unsupervised driving in high risk situations; and
o Full Privilege Stage: regular driver’s license.
(7) 21+ may ride without helmet only if covered by insurance policy providing at least $10,000 in medical benefits.
(8) 21+ may ride without helmet only if they have applicable insurance, and have passed a motorcycle safety course, or have
had motorcycle endorsement for at least 2 yrs.
(9) 26+ may ride without helmet only if they have medical insurance and proof of financial responsibility.
(10) 21+ may ride without helmet only if they have two years of riding experience or have completed motorcycle safety course.
(11) And during first year of having motorcycle license.
(12) 21+ may ride without helmet only if they complete motorcycle operator training and safety course or have medical
insurance.




Motorcycle Knowledge Testing

Knowledge Test Waiver for License Received from
State Handbook Used Knowledge Test Used Approved Rider Education Course Provider When
Completion Waiver is Provided

Reska | wom | wsF | Ve | N |
CAkensas | wMoM | lea | N | NnA |
Coorado | Tocal | WSPhoal | Yes | No |
Delaware | WOM | mMsF | N | N |
Foida | BRC | WS | Ve | No |
Hawai | wom | wsr | N | N |
s | Lol | mSF___ | Ve | N |
Cowa | wow | wsr | N | WA |
ane | wom | lea | e N
Massachusels | Locl | lod | N | NA |
TWimesda | MOM | Lo | No | Yes mitary waver acoepted |
TMissowi | wom | msF | e | N
MNebraska | wWoM | wsF | Ve | N |
NewHampshre | MOM | Wsfloal | Yes | N0 |
NewMexico | MOM | Wsfhoal | Mo | No |
MNothCaroina | oM | mws | N | N |

Oho | wowm | MSF/Loca e T ves
Toregon | wom | Modified MSF e e

Rhode siand MSFIBRC W Ve R
South Dakoa el [ Lol [ Ve N
Tees | Lol | wsF___ | e | R

Washingion Wow | o e | ]
CWeconsn | Mo | Lo | e [ N |




Motorcycle Skills Testing

Skills Accepts Rider
. P . 3-Wheeled Motorcycles (SWMC)
Primary Secondary Test Education Able to Test on 3WMC/License
State Skills Test Skills Test Waiver Completion Restricted to SWMC If Tested
Used Used for Rider Card From estricte O3WMC It Teste
Education | Another State on
Alabama Frax*NO SKILLS TEST REQUIRED*****xx**
Alaska Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Arizona Alternate MOST Total Control Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Arkansas Serpentine None Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
California Serpentine & Slow Ride Local On-Street Yes No Yes/No Restriction
Colorado MSF RST - 2W & 3W MOST BRC Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Connecticut BRC None Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Delaware MSF RST - 2W & 3W None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
D.C. wreree*NO SKILLS TEST OFFERED — MUST COMPLETE RIDER COURSE APPROVED BY ANY U.S. JURISDICTIQN********x
Florida BRC RST Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Georgia RST BRC & BR_CZ Skl Yes No Yes/No Restriction
Evaluations
Hawaii MSF RST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Idaho Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
lllinois Alternate MOST None Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Indiana Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
lowa Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Kansas Alternate MOST None Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Kentucky Local Off-Street None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3 wheeled
Louisiana Local On-Street None Yes No Yes/No Restriction
Maine BRC & Local On-Street None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Maryland RST - MVA BRC-u & BRC2-u Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Massachusetts Local Off-Street Local Off-Street Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Michigan RST - 2W & 3W None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Minnesota RST - 2W & 3W None Yes (Age 18+) No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Mississippi M/C In-Traffic Local On-Street Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
MSF Approved Compact No
Missouri Ride Skills Test None Yes (unless an approved Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Local Off-Street military rider course)
Montana Alternate MOST Local On-Street Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Nebraska MIT Alternate MOST Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
Nevada Alternate MOST None Yes Yes N/A
New Hampshire RST None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
New Jersey Alternate MOST None Yes No Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
. RST - 2W & 3W g

' - Yes Yes/No Restriction
New Mexico Alternate MOST Local On-Street Yes
New York Local On-Street None Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
North Carolina Local Off-Street None Yes No Yes/No Restriction
North Dakota RST - 2W & 3W None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Ohio RST None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Oklahoma Local On-Street None Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
Oregon None None Yes No License issued upon passage of knowledge test
Pennsylvania Local Off-Street Local Off-Street Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Rhode Island MSF/BRC None Yes Yes MA & CT Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
South Carolina Modified Alternate MOST None Yes No R
South Dakota M/C In-Traffic Local On-Street Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
Tennessee Local Off-Street Local On-Street Yes Yes Yes/No Restriction
Texas M/C In-Traffic None Yes (Age 18+) Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Utah Alternate MOST M°diﬁ&%';"$mate Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Vermont RST BRC & BRC2 Lic. Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled

Waiver Skill Test

Virginia Alternate MOST Local Off-Street Yes No Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Washington Modified MSF New/Old None Yes Yes Yesl/limited to 3-wheeled
West Virginia Alternate MOST Alternate MOST Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Wisconsin MIT None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
Wyoming Alternate MOST None Yes Yes Yes/limited to 3-wheeled
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