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Does rider training 
improve collision 

avoidance performance?



• “Formally trained” riders in the Hurt 
study were mostly LAPD or CHP motor 
officers, who had far more rigorous 
training than most rider training courses 
and more riding experience.

• In Thailand, only one rider had any 
formal training.  



Rider collision avoidance braking by 
rider training, Hurt Study
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Rider evasive action choice & 
execution by rider training, Hurt study
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Loss of control mode by rider training for riders 
who took evasive action, Hurt study

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

No loss Capsize Wobble Lost
wheelie

Slide-out High-side Ran off
road

Loss of control mode

Pe
rc

en
t

Self-taught (n = 272)
Family, friends (n = 235)
Formal training (n = 40)





Loss of control mode by rider training for 
Thailand riders who took evasive action
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Loss of control mode among 
riders who took evasive action
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Thailand, cumulative percent distribution, 
front and rear skid mark length
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Time from Precipitating Event to 
impact, Thailand & Hurt studies
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But lower crash speeds mean 
less severe injuries, right?  

Right?





Brake type and frequency 
of braking slide-out



Thailand, rider training and 
collision avoidance action
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