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The presentation summarizes a research study conducted by Irwin Broh and Associates 
for the Motorcycle Safety Foundation. The sample was a nationally projectable sample 
gathered through a panel study methodology. The survey content included questions 
about participant demographics, riding frequency, risk factors, and attitudes toward and 
use of alcohol. The incidence of riding after drinking was measured at less than 10%, 
but varied for factors such as gender, age, and income. Several MSF programs 
designed to provide training in the area of alcohol and the seasoned rider are reviewed 
as a response to the issue of drinking and riding among older riders.  
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Overview

• Research on age, motorcycles and alcohol 
consumption
– New research reports older riders drinking and riding

• Programs addressing the deadly mix
– Riding Straight
– Seasoned Rider

• Resources available to help
– NAMS Grants
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Background on Methodology

About the NFO Panel
(National Family Opinion)

 World’s largest consumer 
panel
 Almost one million member 

households in the U.S. 
 Balanced by age, income, 

ethnicity, census track, etc.
 Statistical microcosm of U.S. 

population

 Established in 1946
 Panel membership is free 

and voluntary

Advantages:
National probability 

sample of motorcycle 
owning households

Representative of U.S. 
population

Results statistically 
projectable

Respondents answer 
anonymously

 Lacks persisting 
problems of random digit 
dial method
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Numbers for this study

50,000 screener cards sent out

28,299 screener cards returned

1,875 households owning a 
motorcycle/mini-cycle/scooter identified

1,751 follow-up surveys sent out

1,203 follow-up surveys returned 68.7% response rate

56.6% response rate

6.6% ownership 
incidence
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Questionnaire Topics
1. Current and prior motorcycle 

ownership history
 Number
 Brand
 Type
 Size
 Model

2. Number of motorcycle riders in 
family

3. Riding experience, history, 
frequency

4. Motorcycle training/safety course 
attendance

5. Course evaluation

6. Riding risk factors
 Threat perception
 Participation in risky riding

7. Accident and crash history
8. Ownership/Use of protective riding 

gear
9. Drinking and driving

 Attitudes
 Past behavior (car and motorcycle)

10. Attitudes/Membership in 
motorcycle-related clubs

11. Involvement in motorcycle-related 
issues

12. Demographics
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Screener Card and Follow-up Survey
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Results

Respondents Age

16.5%

29.7%

27.5%

16.3%

7.0%

3.0%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

60 and Over

50 - 59

40 - 49

30 - 39

20 - 29

Under 20

Mean age: 47.4 years old
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8.2%All Respondents

Results Continued
Percent who said “Yes” to having ridden a motorcycle after 

having had two or more drinks in the previous hour
Base

1,203

1,037

162

121

196

332

357

199

179

282

254

232

260

2.6%

9.0%

Female

Male

5.1%

11.1%

8.3%

7.8%

4.3%

60 and Over

50 - 59

40 - 49

30 - 39

Under 30

13.6%

8.8%

6.0%

6.6%

4.6%

$100,000 and Over

$75,000 - $99,999

$50,000 - $74,999

$25,000 - $49,999

Under $25,000
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Address the problem

What can be done to reach this particular age 
group during the training process?

We suggest utilizing a

Host An Event
module
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Host An Event Series

1. Riding Straight

2. SeasonedRider 

3. Guide to Group Riding

4. A Common Road

5. Rider Perception Module (RPM)

May be conducted by anyone

No special certification required
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Riding Straight

1. Facilitator Guide

2. Fatal Vision Simulator 
Goggles and Floor Tape

3. 12-minute studio-visual 
training aid (VHS)

4. CD of Facilitator Guide

5. Currently Available 
($160)
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Riding Straight

Sample
Activity: 

Impairment
Discussion
Graphic
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SeasonedRider Module
• Purpose to address effects of aging on motorcyclists

• Host An Event curriculum

• Contents:

• Leader’s Guide

• Fact sheet

• DVD

• Snellen eye charts

• MSF rulers

• Menu of optional learning activities

• Currently available ($35)
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Seasoned Rider DVD
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Seasoned Rider DVD
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Resources Available
• National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety (NAMS) 

Grant Program
– Grass-roots proposals to enhance motorcycle safety 

and programs
• $70,000 awarded to motorcyclists, clubs and non-

motorcycle industry partners who applied for small-award 
grants

• The recipients are active in motorcycle safety initiatives 
that address one or more of the 82 recommended actions 
in the National Agenda

• Funds are still available through 2006
• Grant application available on the MSF website
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Older Riders, Alcohol and Motorcycles –
A Deadly Mix

Thank You!
www.msf-usa.org

atyra@msf-usa.org
swilliams@msf-usa.org


